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(OU DON'T 
IKE IT? 


UNLEASHED ALL THIS 


MADNESS ACROSS 
THE PLANET WITH 
YOUR WANITE 


4 BUT, IF I COULD BRING THIS 
EMERGING SPECIES... MONSTRUM 
OPTIMUS... UNDER MY COMMAND-- 


WE COULD TRANSFORM THIS 
DYING PLANET INTO A 
PARADIGE! 


PARADISE? 
"A YOU LUNATIC-- 


--AND THEN 
TURNED 
AGAINST 

HUMANITY-~ 


CREATURES 
YOU 
CREATED! 


YOU WERE 
MY FRIEND 


I REALIZED 
THAT, IN THE END, 
THE PLAGUE WAS 

A GODSEND. 
HUMANKIND WAS 
FATALLY FLAWED, 

UNWORTHY OF 

THIS WORLD. 


WANT TO KNOW 
WHERE THE LAST _ 1 
ouTrost , & 


AND, 
NCE THEY'VE 


XTRACTED THAT 


--YOU CAN 
PEEL THE SKIN 
FROM HER BODY--AND 


FEAST ON HER 
ORGANS! 
| 
wy QUEENTM A im 
iA We Ali iy 
APOPIRRIAN, Se KNOW THE HogaTION i 
WELL, I'M vy OF THE LACT | yi 
SURE SOMEONE 2 = OUTPOST, 
WILL WANT TO TUL = i ik 
FEAST ON HER . NEVER cANS | 
ORGANS, ae MY > \ 
PEOPLE, ar Say || 
VELMA! ~ | 
YX 
Veal || | 
>) | | 


(OF COURSE WE 
2 00, POTAMUS. 


BUT WHY 
DENY ME THE 
JOYS OF ALITTLE 
TORTURE? 


YOU HAVE NO ' 
TWAT NOMEN NDE TO WR | ! THOSE IDIOTS THINK THEY'RE 
ME IN THOSE EARLY \ } \ SAFE, THAT THEY'VE HIDDEN 
DAYS AFTER THE y; | tH IM THEMSELVES AWAY--BEYOND 
PLAGUE. MU THE WARRICR QUEEN'S 


WE'LL SOON a 
BELITILED i 
AND BULLIED DISABUSE 5 
ME. AND IT'S AND THE THEM OF THAT 
TIME SHE i OUTPOST...? NOTION! 
PAID-IN am, 
as / \ a) | 00 You 
i ' F gn gees! HATE THEM 
wie i St ee ie 60? 
wr, t 
via Wy 
AS a Ci YOU DON’T 
a, REMEMBER THE 
way iT WA BEFORE, \afp 
POTAINUS. THEY WERE FID 
U ALL LIKE DAPHNE {Wg 
~-CRUEL AND 
DEUBIVE. PETTY 
AND ANG! 


HUMANKIND 

F WAGED ENDLESS 
s WAR, POIGONED THE 
WATER AND AIR, THE 

LESS FORTUNATE WERE 

3 Z TRAMPLED ON BY 

* THOSE WITH WEALTH 
AND POWER, 


5 / IT WAS AN 
FY] GL, BRUTAL WoRLD-- 
A RULED By MONSTERS 
ei WHO MASQUERADED aye 
AS MEN. WORLD Is A 
LITTLE MORE 
af HONEST-- 


rm 
WORRIED ABOUT 
DAPHNE, 


YOU'RE, LIKE, 
ALWAYS WORRIED 
ABOUT HER, 
BECAUSE 
SHE'S. BLM 
GOING OF 


F Al 
DIGAPPEARING pad 
DAYS AT A TIME! 


FOR ALL WE 
KNOW SHE COULD BE 


DAPH? YOU 
KIDDIN'? 


RG 
aK 


‘SHE'LL PROBABLY 
we Nl Ast Gr svPhy 
9 
é “WHAT IEY I 
SAVAGE 4 & A DANGEROUS 
~-AND A COUPLE ] y PANE TO. 
DOZEN MONSTER PELTS CLAY, EREDE RIC: 
FOR TRAPING: IMAGINATION 
CAN LEAD A MAN 
OFF A MENTAL 
PRECIPICE 
AND DOWN “ 


Dali ANE VERY = U 
ROUS, 


LIKED 
HIM BETTER WHEN 
ALL HE SAID WAS 
"RUH-ROH.” 
YOU'RE JUST 
JEALOUS ‘CAUSE 
HIG VOCABLLARY'S 

BIGGER THAN 


THE OL’ WARRIOR 
QUEEN THOUGHT 
an SS wee Goo 
IM T : BOY WAS SHE 
CONVINCE HIM THAT —] GURPRIGED WHEN 
HE'S MORE LIKE 


THEM THAN US, a ON. NER 


ME MY SMALL 
PLEASURES. JOVER, YOU 


LIKE A SPLENDID 
IDEA, NORVILLE, 


WHAT A WORLD, HUH? 
DESOLATION AS FAR AS THE 
EVE CAN GEE, MONSTERS IN 

CONTROL. HUMANS IN 

RETREAT. AND A GREAT 
DANE WHO'S READ 
REMEMBRANCE OF 
THINGS PAST. 


ORIGINAL 
"A, FRENCH. 


INDEED. 
SHE WAS QUITE A WHAT 
APOPLECTIC. A he, ABOUT ORRIN, 
YOU'RE JUST THINK SHE'S ALL 
SHOWING RIGHT? 
FL 


oe 

Af) 
QUITE CERTAIN 

HAT THE INDOMITABLE LAKE 

WILL RETURN TO US UNSCATHET 


C'MON, SCOOB: 
YOU KNOW I HATE IT 
WHEN YOU CALL ME 
NORVILLE IT MAKES: 


you 
KNOW WHAT THEY 
WANT US FOR? 


YOU WILL NOT ADDRESS 
MME AT ALLY 


RY, 
DUDE--BUT YOU 
SHOULD KNOW BY 
NOW THAT I'M NO 
SOLDIER, NEVER 
wai 


WELL, 
YOU'D BETTER 
BECOME ONE, 
ROGERS--AND 

PAGT. 


you 
SOUND WORRIED, 
COMMANDER, 


‘DAMN ‘ 
tf WORRIED--AND 
WITH GOOD 
REASON, 


OUR SCOUTS INFORM ME THAT 
VELMA'S FORCES ARE GATHERING AT 


THESE THREE POINTS--GURROUNDING END ME OUT 
HUMANTOWN, LK TO HER. T KNOW I 


rO TAl 
Say CONVINCE THE DOC TO 
Poe CALL THIS OFF AND-- 
You'Re 
CONreONTamON AS BRAVE AS 
WE'VE ALL Ge YOU ARE NAIVE, 
ROGERS, 


THAT THE VELMA DINKLEV 
YOU ONCE KNEW 16 
GONE FOREVER? 


BECAUSE ine. 

7 THE SURVIVAL 
wpomee cites | | ge tee 
THAN THE BEASTS IN-COMMAND-* 

SHE COMMANDS, _[ OUT THERE \ pur, IN THE LIVES CONCERNED 
SOMEWHERE, | End Sue's WITH! 
SIR, WE'VE | EXPENDABLE. 


La 


WF 


STORM THAT'S COMING! 


THE GATES WILL 
BE CLOSING SOON--AND 
MS. BLAKE HAS YET 70 
RETURN FROM HER 
PEREGRINATIONS. 


TM GROWING 
CONCERNED. yp 


COMMANDER DINKLEY SAYS: 
FOOD STORES ARE GETTIN’ 
LOW, HARDLY ENOUGH 
INGREDIENTS FOR ONE OF 
YOUR GOURMET MEA-~ 


PSORRY. IT 
({ suet supreo 
out. 


WHAT'S 
WRONG? 


C'MON, 
BUDDY--We'VE 
GOTTA STO? 
HIM! 


FREDERICK 
IS AN ADULT. IF 
HE CHOOGES TO DO 


KIMED OUT 
THERE? 


SIGH. GIVEN 
THE COMING ASSAULT 
FROM VELMA'S FORCES, 
THERE'S AN EXCELLENT 
CHANCE WE'RE ALL 
GOING TO DIE 
TONIGHT. 


AND I 
SUPPOSE THERE 
ARE WORSE WAYS 


TO MEET ONE'S 
- END-- a: 


AN (Ee 
THIS WORRIED--CAN 
YOU IMAGINE HOW 
THE FREDSTER’S 
FEELING? 


SPEAKIN’ 

OF WHICH: 
WHERE /6 FRED? 
T HAVEN'T SEEN 


HIM SINCE 
DINNER, 


AMPH! 

IF YOU COULD 
‘CALL IT THAT. 
PRESSED MEAT 
INA CANE 


OFFERED 
10 GOOK..T AM, 
AS YOU KNOW, 
QUITE A VIRTUOSO 
IN THE KITCHEN... 
BUT WOULD THEY 


But 
THEY'RE GONNA VJ 


BE LOCKING DOWN 
THE FORT ANY 
MINUTE NOW! 


--FREDDY'S 
COMINGS 


OF COURSE 
THERE'S THE SINALL. 
QUESTION OF WHERE 
I'M ON THE 

TO, 


DAPH 
COULD 3E j 
ANYWHERE! 4 


60 
HOW AMI = 


GONNA ~ WN OH NOP : Za 
4 YS TA Yay 


Go 
GRAB MY GUN 
BEFORE-- 


ji 


= NOP IF 
gaat I DIE--THEN 
i THERE'S NO ONE 
LEFT TO HELP 
DAPHNE! 


AND IM 
NOT GONNA 


$0 THIS 


i 


<— ONLY 
ONE OF US: 
ees] |S GETTING 
OUT OF HERE 
ALIVE, YOU “ 
FREAK 


= Mi 
oR ” 
MAYBE 
NOT. > 
~ q 
MONSTER 
SLAGHED INE 


y Z PRETTY DEEP. AND 

, i i I DON'T THINK T'VE 

GOT THE STRENGTH 
TO TAKE DOWN 


ES Si “THAT 
y S we Wonks CAME Our A TWO OF THOSE ~ 
, Ge A weve! THINGS. 5 


Zz SORRY, INV 
| LOVE--LOOKS LIKE 
T LET YOU DOWN 

AFTER 


MELODRAMATIC AS 
ALWAYS, FREDERICK! 


NO MATTER HOW MANY OF 
THESE BEASTIES I TAKE OUT--I 
CAN'T HELP REMEMBERIN' THAT 

THEY WERE ONCE PEOPLE 

LIKE YOU 'N’ ME. 


LTHINK THE 
SIGHT OF MY INTESTINES 
STREWN ACROSS THE 
LANDSCAPE MIGHT'VE MADE |] 
VOU EVEN S/CKER. 


F vou HAVE NO CLUE WHERE 
ee DAPHNE EVEN |S--BUT YOU 
COME WALTZIN’ OUT HERE ALL 
MATTER WITH BONE, KNOWIN’ THAT VELMA'S 
your FORCES ARE CLOSIN’ 
- IN ON US AND-- 


FACE 
HURTS LIKE HELL-- 
BUT OTHERWISE 
INTACT. 


THING I 7 
| PREFER PRESGED J 
MEAT. 


WHAT DID. 
YOU EXPECT 


BUT SHE SIGH. DAPHNE'S WHADDAYOU 
DOESN'TLOVE _ TOUGH, DUDE, SHE'LL MEAN "NO"? 
YOU! WHY CAN'T FIND HER WAY BACK, NOW 
YOUGETTKAT WE'D BETTER GET BACK 

THROUGH BEFORE THEY CLOSE 

YOUR THICK THE GA~ a 

HEAD?! 


Ob, SHE PUTS ONA 
DAMN GOOD SHOW, BUT : 

1 KNOW HER, SHAGGY, e LEADERSHIP TH 
BETTER THAN YOU, o SHE DOES, 
BETTER THAN SHE =) > 

KNOWS HERSELF. y f 


AND INCAPABLE OF 
FEELING FEAR, 


AND YOU, 
SHAG? 


+16 TO AND BE SURE 
FOLLOW ME TO TO LEAVE THOSE 
SHE DOESN'T. Bur | | THE QUEEN'S WEAPONS HERE. 
THE ONLY WAY | | ENCAMPMENT! 


07 
HER 
i! YOU'LL KNOW ARE WE 
"Atk OF FOR SURE REALLY DOIN’ 
FRIENDS"? TWh id 
SHE HAS cate | 


DAPHNE? 


is aut you 
THREE ARE IN LUCK: A 
THE QUEEN WISHES TO. ¥ 
SEE YOU. SHE WANTS ALL 
OF HER FORMER 
FRIENDS GATHERED 
AROUND THE 
THRONE 


WOREBANGE ‘ 
: ‘ IF M6, BLAKE 
‘AND AWE hes \ Y \s INDEED VELMa’s Wi 
~ Pal PRISONER--THEN 
WE HAVE NO 
CHOIC 


vy 
You CAN nan tHe -we W aeaines, 
STAY BEHIND |FIVE OF US WERE MIGHT AS I STILL THINK 
IF YOU WANT, / TOGETHER WHEN _WE.L BE I CAN TALK Wea? JUST CAN'T GET ¥ y 

THIS WHOLE TOGETHER SOME SENSE USED 10 THE FACT b/s, DINKLEY 

CRAZY MESS , WHEN IT \ INTO VELMA, THAT 50 MANY OF USED THE 

by, STARTED : Re) THESE MONSTERS Apt reeneos il 
y SAN aePAR THE CREATURES 


> AND IF THE 
COMMANDER I6 RIGHT. \ 
VELMA'S 
ARMY IS FAR 
MORE FORMIDABLE 
A \\ THAN WE DARED 
IMAGINE. 


WSS BE SILENT, 
Ss 3S--AND 


The 


ESHBAG: 
FOLLO' 
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“TO CAMP 
ELYSIUM! 


EHH, 
YOU'D THINK A BIG 
BRAIN LIKE VELMA WOULD 
AT LEAST COME UP WITH 
SOME KIND OF HIGH-TECH 
PORTAPOTTY TO-- 
stop your 


VAMMERING AND 
KEEP MOVING! 


UH... Hl, 
VELMA, HOW’RE 


- 
WA 
WZ 


IN THE 
EVE OF HER 
GREATEST 
TRIUMPH? 


SHUT UP, SCOOBY-DO0-- = 
BEFORE I HAVE THOSE = . 
IMPLANTS T GAVE YOU ‘ 
RIPPED OUT OF Ks 
YOUR HEAD, a a 


HEY, AEY-- : i 
DON'T TALK S, 


WAY! HE-- 


HE WAS 
OFFERED A i 
PLACE OF HONOR IN FR Wie 
MY NEW WORLD. AND 
HE REJECTED IT. ff = \ 
REJECTED ME/ 


BUT IAM 
NOTHING IF NOT 


MAGNANIMOUS, 
I'VE BROUGHT YOU 


AT My SIDE, | 


YOU WILL 


ENTER M’LADY! 
TENT WITH HEADS: 


BOWED AND NOT 


SPEAK TILL YOU 
ARE SPOKEN 


ERE'S 


THI 
NO NEED FOR 
THEM TO STAND 
ON CEREMONY, 
ZO} 


“MONSTROVIA’? 
REALLY? 


EVERYONE'S 
AcaITIC. 
ie SOMETHING 
ui it 
eeeiee | gee 
N 
ONC TSELF NOTHING 
BoP 2UT A BADLY 
A, weirten comic 
300K? 


ACTUALLY...NO. 

LIFE IS FAR MORE COMPLEX, 
AND FAR MORE SACRED, THAN 
ANY SIMPLISTIC LABEL ONE 
COULD APPLY TO-- 


YOU'LL HAVE TO 


BE MUTATE! 
MONSTERS, OF COJRGE, 
BUT THERE'S ALWAYS 
A PRICE 10 PRY 
FOR 


WE DIDN'T. 
COME HERE TO 
JOIN YOU, DINKLEY! 
WE CAME HERE 


FOR DAPHNE! 


NOW TELL US 
WHERE SHE I OR T 
SWEAR T'GOD I'LL CUT 
YOUR HEART OUT AND 
FEED IT 10 SCOOBY 
FOR DINNER! 


y> THAT SOUNI 
PROFOUNDLY UNAPPETIZIN 
FREDERICK. 
oo 
YOU KEEP 
OUT OF THI! 
= 


OH, PEDDIE 
I COULD TURN YOUR 
BLIND, SUBSERVIENT 


“YOU a 
WOULD MAKE ‘4 
ASPLENDID }J 


ADDITION TO 
MY COURT, 


BUT IF IT'S THE 
IMPETUOUS Me, 


SEE, 
DELIGHTED 10 TAKE 
\ YOU TO HER, OR 
AT LEAST-- 


DAPHNE |S STILL 
ALIVE, 1’D NEVER 
KILL HER. 


WHERE'S “WW 
THE FUN IN y 
THAT? 


HER HUMANITY 
AND EMBRACE 


YOU SPEAK OF 


-YOUR 
BELOVED IS MUTATING US INTO MONSTERS-- 


WAITING. YET L NOTICE THAT YOU'VE 
~ RETAINED YOUR OWN 


HUMANITY-- 


~AT 
LEAST ON THE | 


OUTSIDE, 


WHAT HAVE 


BECAUSE THE 
ALTERNATIVE--IS DEATH. 


THE ATTACK HAS. 
ALREADY BEGUN. IN A FEW 
HOURS, HUMANTOWN Wil 


WILL RULE 
THEM, NOW 
come-- 


IPRESERVE NT 
THIS OUTMODED. 
FORM TO REMIND. 

MY FOLLOWERS OF 
THE WALKING SIN 
THAT WAS 
MANKIND. 
OF THE 
BLIGHT THEY 
LEFT UPON THIS 
EARTH. 


AND 
SPEAKING 
OF SIN AND 

BLIGHT 


--WE'VE 
ARRIVED, 
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~WeWAS THAT A 
NIG@HTMARE--OR A 
HALLUCINATION? 


ASTONISHING 
WHAT A FEVER OF 
103 CAN DO TO 
THE BRAIN. 


py 
ee 

4 >, L_ 
a wg) 


a ay 


ea 


+E 30 
REAL MORE /T,FECT REAL, 
EAL. THAN . VELMA, BECALISE 
OF MONSTERS. AN i 
BEF. YOURE GOING TO 7 ELL, THE GOOD. z ~< 
HAVE TO LIVE Ve NEWS IS THAT THEY 10 BE AN INCUBATOR 
WITH THAT-- FEVER APPEARS TO FOR EVERY VAGRANT 
HAVE BROKEN, _, GERM THAT WAFTS BY. 
WHEN WE WERE CHILDREN, 
MY BROTHERS RARELY 


OF COURSE 


SIGH THIS Nee 
ISN'T THE TIME 
FOR SELF-PITY. THIS 
15 THE TIME FOR 
ACTION. THIS 16 
THE TIME FOR- 


Beney \ 
DOES IT, VELMA. ) 
NIGE’AND 
SLOW. 
= B A“ 
YOU'RE 
NOT GOING TO 
ACCOMPLISH ANYTHING 
IF YOU FALL FLAT ON 
YOUR FACE. fs 


4 


aes IF 10 KNONN 
THANK GOD TWAS GETTING 
THE PHARMACY IN THE FLU, T WOULD 
THIS MARKET WAS AL HAVE WAITED BEFORE 
WELL STOCKED, ABANDONNG THE 
R Tt 


UD HATE TO 
THINK WHAT WOULD ; 
HAVE HAPPENED TO ME pag COULDNT NE 
IF LHADN’T STUMBLED J WAIT, COULD 

ONTO THIS PLAC y) I? NOT AFTER 
THE DISCOVERY 
I MADE WHEN 

I FINALLY 

BREACHED THE E 

COMPLEX’S DE 
ERVERS. AJ 


ICANT 
LET HER FIND. 
ME, NOT IF T'M, 
BE SURPRISED IF SHE'S GOING TO UNDO 
OUT HUNTING FOR WHAT I'VE 
RIGHT NON. DONE. 
BUT THE 
GUESTION 
13-- 


NO! I CAN'T 


--CAN 
TUNDO QUESTION MY RESOLVE! 
IT? MY HUBRIS DESTROYED 
THIS WORLD AND 
NOW-- 


Q. What made you come back to 
WildStorm? 


A. Iwas abducted. Please help. 
I'm sending this message out 
through an advertisement in the 
hope that Jim Lee won't see it 
and therefore won't give me the 
hose again. 


I'm in a bunker under a building 
in Burbank. Please help me. 


Warren Ellis 
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BEGINNINGS 


Let me start with Jim 
Lee's original note 


We would love to 
have you come on 
board and do what 
you do best with the 
entire WildStorm line 
as a separate inde- 
pendent launch from 
the DC Universe. If 
you wrote one title 
and curated the oth- 
ers...well, that would 
be just ideal. Hav- 
ing a visionary like 
yourself at the cre- 
ative helm would be 
amazing. 


graph by 


It could be a stag- 

gered launch over 
several months so each book 
could get the proper support 
and breathing room to find 
its widest audience, but in 
the end, the idea would be to 
work with you to figure out 
what's best for the line. 


This note has been my 
throughline for everything 
that follows. Also, the use of 
the word “visionary” indi- 
cates that DC is in trouble. 


lam generating four titles 
(and a surprise or two) on 
a staggered launch. The 
launch is perhaps a little 
more staggered than the 
above might indicate, 
but I am very wary of 
front-loading an entire 
line in a matter of a few 
months. This is, as you 
also see from Jim's note, 
an independent launch, 
separate from the DCU. 
There will be hooks into 
the DCU here and the! 
but this is an alternate- 
reality story on a parallel 
Earth, 


What I've landed on is 
this. Four books over 
two years. And, on 
the first month of year 
three, one book will 
become another. 


Ihave a scheme. 


CORE CONCEPTS OF THE ORIGINAL LINE 


I started by making a list of what I con- 
sidered to be the central ideas behind the 
original WildStorm books. Aliens on Earth. 
Black ops and intel. Scientific experiments 
on people. Hybridization. Secret power 
structures. Funnily enough, I was doing 
this at the same time the X-FILES reboot 
was approaching broadcast. I tend to look 
at this list as pretty much everything Jim 
and his friends thought was cool in 1991 
It's kind of hard to disagree with. I did a 


ton of research and 
reading to see what 
the current state of 
these things were 
in he parapolitics 
literature. And, you 
know... still pretty 
cool. There's loads to 
work with here. 


So what I can do 
here is assemble all 
the stuff that Jim 
and his friends loved 
enough to make a 
line of comics about, 
update it, and build 
it out from the start 
into a new linear 
shape. You'll recog- 
nize all the pieces 
in what follows. It 
seems to me that 
finding the pure tone 

of the original work is as 

worth a shot as anything. 


THE INTENT OF A REVIVAL 


Or, put another way—what is 
the point of a revival? What 
doos bringing WildStorm back 
actually give to the world? 
What does it have to say 
about the world in 2017? 


We're more paranoid about 
secret power structures 
in the world than ever 
before. And we're even 
hungrier for big mad 
stories and fantasies, 
because our suspension 
of disbelief is complex 
—we want the epic sto: 
ries, but we went them 
to give us a new view of 
the world we're in, too 


I keep coming back to 
two metaphors for all 
this. In one sense, it's 
like building out a cine- 
matic universe. In anoth- 
er, I find myself making 
references to Game Of 
Thrones. Both of these 
things seem to apply—in 
the first instance, clear 
and linear worldbuild- 
ing that spins out new 
projects. In the other, a 
rich and complex story 
that creates a broad fab- 
tic of a story universe. 


This, in particular, is the goal of the 
first and main book of the first two 
years, which I'm calling THE WILD 
STORM. 


THE WILD STORM is, essentially, 
about one act of selflessness de- 
stabilizing and revealing a shad- 
ow world of hidden government 
and secret power. The entire story 
reels out from that one act. It's a 
covert history of terrible things. 
There's a line from an old song 
that I like. “The past is steeped 
in shame, but tomorrow's fair 
game." The line through the first 


ANGELA SPICA - ENGINEER 


MICHAEL CRAY - DEATHELOW 


two years to the top of year three 
is into the dark and out again to 
something aspirational. 


And it does get dark. This is a story 
of the human response to secret 
power structures and ancient con- 
spiracies. The proper WildStorm 
stuff. And it has layers. Over the 
two years, we start with what 
looks like a covert intelligence org 
armed with breakthrough science 
and carte blanche at war with a 
worldchanging corporation. Then 
we reveal more. Drill down. Lit- 
erally, in one case. We start with a 
world we know and strip it down to 
reveal its true nature. 


In gathering all the central Wild: 


COLE CASH - GRIFTER 


LUCY BLAZE - ZEALOT 


Storm concepts into one place, as 
it were, we're introducing a struc 
tured worldas rich as that of Game 
Of Thrones. Instead of great hous- 
es, we have covert organisations, 
secret societies, secrot space pro- 
grammes, ancient cults. Instead 
of house sigils, we have mission 
patches, comorate logos and mys- 
tery symbols 


What we bring to market is a new 
world that we always kind of sus- 
pected was there, and then show 
it to be even weirder and nastier 
chan we hoped. Even as we peel 
more layers off it, there is a shape 
to it, teams to root for, mavericks 
to fear for, villains to hate or enjoy. 
New territories, new maps. 


MILES CRAVEN - MILES CRAVEN 


PRISCILLA KITAEN - VOODOO 


CORE CONCEPTS OF A REVIVAL 


The really very short version, I 
swear: 


International Operations (IO) is a 
renegade covert intelligence orga. 
nization fighting its own war for 
control of money and the future. Tt 
has turned its gaze on HALO, a tech 
corporation releasing devices into 
the public domain that are a little 
too far ahead of their time and a lit 
te too economically destabilizing. 
They attempt an assassination of 
its director, Jacob Marlowe, using 
10 killer Michael Cray. Marlowe's 
life is saved by an IO engineer, An: 
gele Spica, who's been redirecting 
funds and resources to construct a 


transkeletal multifunction drysuit: 
a full-body shell device that lives 
in her bones. The bleeding edge 
of secret IO tech, witnessed in the 
wild by hundreds of people in the 
middle of New York City at lunch- 
time. In 2017. Where everyone has 
cameras on their phones 


‘The apple cart is tipped over. 


10 puts a Covert Action Team 
(CAT) into the field to find and end 
Angela Spica. They are intercepted 
by another CAT—one that 10 has 
no files on. A Wild CAT. 


GROUPS AND SOCIETIES 


All of these need a mission patch 
or other identifying symbols. Did 
you know that most “secret mis- 
sions” in America get their own 
mission patch? And they're all in- 
sane pieces of design? Go search 
for Trevor Paglen's curation work 
sometime. 


10 
Intemational Operations: deep 


black, unchecked, American intel- 
ligence organisation. It maintains 


WARENELUS» ON A 


Three initial trade dress c 
approaching storm. Illustrati 


(OB woowenewus~ so onrssunt =, ENN i 


pts designed by Steve Cook. The red and black square is based on a maritime alert sig) 
s by Jon Davis-Hunt. 
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= IN 


1, warning of an 


the fagade of being funded through 
U.S. Government black budgets, 
but it’s essentially a rogue actor at 
this point. Notable for its four-body 
strike units, known as CATs—Co- 
vert Action Teams. They think they 
have the run of the world. 


HALO 


A groundbreaking technological 
corporation: Apple plus Tesla plus 
science fiction. Run by the charis- 
matic little person Jacob Marlowe 
as, publicly, an aspirational brand, 
and privately as what Marlowe 
calls “The Main Project"—a plan 
to change the world. He is folding 
[REDACTED] and hidden break- 
through human science into retail 
technology. The Main Project is to 
uplift human society: he's waited 
[REDACTED] years to raise hu- 
manity into [REDACTED] without 
seriously distorting their develop- 


STE 


#1 on sale 
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ment, and now is the time, before 
the planet reaches the tight spot 
in the Gaian bottleneck. 


SKYWATCH 
A secret space programme. 
DESIGN 


When Jim launched WildStorm, 
the look was best-in-class for com- 
mercial superhero comics—com- 
puter-assisied colour, pinsharp 
printing, great paper. We can’t 
replicate that, and, frankly, T can’t 
think of a technological way to top 
it. So let's try something else. 


Stripped-down, stark and authentic. 


Strongly typographic logos. Bas- 
ing all the series logos on the 
same base font would give the 
line a subtle sense of visual co- 


hosion, I understand Steve Cook 
is at DC these days, and he has a 
background in book design and 
music design, and I'm pretty sure 
we'd sneak the same language on 
this. 


Stripped-down—monochrome 
covers, even? Certainly nothing 
splashy—straight-up images of 
the cast, no more than three of 
them at any one time. Record 
covers, essentially, 


We will also need a WildStorm 
mark, which I would like to be as 
neutral as, say, the BBC mark, a 
font-hased piece, probably of the 
same family as whatever we start 
the series logos with. 


No broken-out subheaders on the 
covers. (I realise DC has reasons 
to use them, but I don't feel like 
they have a place here.) = 
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